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‘«‘ Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy.” 
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From the Missionary Register. 


ACCOUNT OF RAMMORUN ROY, 


A Hindoo Reformer. 


We have been favoured with a 
sightof a Tract, printed at Calcutta 
in the present year, with the follow- 
ing title :—* Translation of an A- 
bridgement of the Vedant, or Resolu- 
tion of all the Veds ; the most cele- 
brated and revered work of Brahmin- 
ical Theology ; establishing the Uni- 
ty of the Supreme Being ; and that 
He alone is the object of Propitiation 
and Worship: by Rammohun Roy.” 

Before we give an account of this 
curious Tract, it may be advan- 
tageous toour Readers to know some- 
thing of the author. 

Of Ramméhun Roy, we have re- 
ceived reports from several friends. 
The substance of them is this :— 

He isa Brahmin, about thirty-two 
years of age, of extensive landed 
property, and of great consideration 
and influence ; shrewd, vigilant, ac- 
tive, ambitious, prepossessing in his 
manners, versed in various languages, 
and busily employed in giving Lec- 
tures to a number of his countrymen 
on the Unity of the Godhead. He is 
acquainted with the New Testament ; 
and seems disposed to hear any thing 
which can be enforced by the author- 
ity of Christ. 

Another account carries him farther 
asa Christian. It states, that he be- 
gan his studies by learning Persian ; 
as he considered a knowledge of that 
language necessary to every native of 
any distinction. From Persian, he 
was led, almost as a matter of course, 
to Arabic and the Koran. His own 
statement is, that the religion of Ma- 
homed at first made some impression 
on him ; but wken he found that the 


Prophet carried eff the beautifal wile 
of his slave, and attempted to estab- 
lish his religion by the sword, he be- 
came convinced that it could not be 
from God. Then he studied our Bi- 
ble in English ; and, in consequence, 
became a Christian. He has spread 
his doctrine to a considerable extent, 
and has several Hindoos of high caste 
and of fortune in league with him, 
who maintain lis opinions. ‘They 
call themselves a Society ; and are 
bound by certain rules, one of which 
is, that no man shali be admitted into 
their number, except with this condi- 
tion, that he renounce idol worship. 
Of these rules, however, they do not 
seem to be uniform inthe observance. 
One of the Society, though he profess- 
es to have renounced idolatry, yet 


keeps in his house a number of geds, 


as well as two large pagodas. Ills 
Seciety has granted him a dispensa- 
tion on this head, because he possess- 
es a certain quantity of land from the 
king of Delhi for this purpose ; and, 
if he were to destroy his idols, he 
might lose the land ! 

Ove account carries the number of 
Rammobhuu’s followers to nearly 500 ; 
and states, that they expect soon to 
be strong enough to enable him pub- 
licly to avow his faith, and consequent- 
ly to lose caste ; which he has hither« 
to not done, as it would impede his 
intercourse with many whom he had 
hopes shortly to convince. The 
Brahmins had twice attempted his Lie, 
but he was fully on his guard. 

It is stated, that, after being bap- 
tised, he intends to embark for Eng- 
land, with many of bis friends, in or- 
der to pass some years in the acqui- 
sition of Jearning at one or both qt 
our Universities. 

Rammohun writes and speaks En 
glish correctly. He has published 
different ‘Tracts and ‘Translations im 
our tongue, and in Persian and Ben. 
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galee, directed against the UHindoo 
idolatry and superstitions. The piece 
of which we. shall give an abstract, 
discovers little else than a i caaia 
ment of the folly of the vulgar belief 
f his country ; and a subtie, but un- 
successful attempt, to put a good 
meaning on the absurd statements of 
its more ancient and refined creed. 
His judgment may, possibly, be con- 
vinced of the truth ef Divine Revela- 
tion; but one of our correspondents 
represents him to be as yet but a seif- 
confident Deist—diseusted with the 
follies of the pretended revelations 
froin heaven, with which he has been 
conversant, but not yet bowed in his 
convictions and humbled ia his heart 
tw the Revelation of Divine Mercy. 
We cannot forget the lesson which 
the historv of the well knewn Sabat 
has taueht us, with regard to avowed 
converts to Christianity, especially 
fromm among the more learned, and 
menof some pretension. After chang- 
iny backward and forward, he is said 
to have rested in the profession of 
Christianity. We count nothing of 
this, exce p as it 3s a homage to the 
commandine evidences of the gospel. 
When aman thas onee seen the force 
of these evidences, it is scarcely with- 
i the verge ot that he 
should become so stultiNted as to re- 
turn to the beiwef of any pretended 
Itis proud heart may 
rebel against the hunibline truths of 
the word of God, and his carnal heart 
ray rebel acainst is hely and self- 


possibility, 


Kev elation. 


Cenying preeepts ; and he may he @iv- 
enover to his delustons, and reject, 
with the Deist, all Revelation, or, 
with the Atheist, deny the very being 
of aod: but, havire once seen and 
felt the nature and force of the evi 
dence of Christianity, be must despise 
tlie pretentions of Mahomed and ofall 
other buPastors, 
We doe not mean to sey that the 
benrvtef Ron wnohan Revia not hun 
athe as ot per enved the 
wi as the oniv remedy for the 
sopaittal diseases uncer which he la- 
bows in common with all men: but 
e lave, us yet, seen no evidence suls 
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ficient to warrant us in this beiief- 
We pray God to give him grace that 
he may, in penitence and faith, em- 
brace with all his heart the Saviour of 
the world. 

The singular production, which we 
have mentioned at the head of this 
article, is intveduced by the following 
address :-— 


tu the believers of the only true God. 


‘The greater part of Bralimins, as 
of other sects of Hindoos, are quite 
incapable of justifving that idolatry 
which they coutinue to hag 
When questioned on the subject, i 
place of adducing reasonable areu- 
ments in support of thei conduct, 
they conceive it fully sufficient to 
quote their ancestors as positive au- 
thorities. And some of them are be- 
come very ill disposed towards me, 
because € have forsaken idolatry, for 
tlhe worship of the true and Eternal 
Cod. 

“ Trt order, therefore, to vindicate 
my own faith, and that ‘of our early 
forefi thers, T have been endeavouring 
for some time past, to convince my 
countrymen of the true meaning of 
our sacred beoks; and to prove, that 
my aberation deserves not the ap- 
probrium which some unreflecting 
paar: have been so ready to throw 
upon m 

The iiaie body ef the Hindoo 
Theology, Law, and Literature, is 
contained io the Veds, which are af- 
firmed to be coeval with the creation. 
These works are extremely volumin- 
ous: and being written in the most 
elevated and metaphorical s‘y le, are, 
as may be well supposed, in many 
passages seeningly confused and con- 
tradictery. Upwards of two thousand 
years ago, the great Bvas, reflecting 
on the perpetug il difficr ulty arising from. 
tnese sources, composed, with great 
discrmination, a complete and com- 
pendious abstract of the whole 3 and 
also reconciled: those texts which ap- 
peated to stand at variance. This 
work he termed the “ vepanr.” which 


J 


conmpounded of two Sunegscrit words,. 
signifies {he “ RESOLUTION OF ALL THE 
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veps.” It has continued to be most 
highly revered by all the Hindoos ; 
and, in place of the more diffuse ar- 
cuments of the Veds, is always refer- 
red to as equal authority. But, from 
its being concealed within the dark 
curtain of the Sungscrit language, 
and the Brahmins permitting them- 
selves alone to interpret, or even to 
touch any book of the kind, the “ Ve- 
dant,” although per petually quoted is 
little known to the public : and the 
practice of few Hindoos, indeed, 
bears the least accordance with its 
precepts. 

In pursuance of my vindication, I 
have, to the best of my abilities, trans- 
lated this hitherto unknown work, as 
well as an abridgement thereof, into 
the Hindoostanee and Bengalee lan- 
guages ; and distributed them. free of 
cost, among my own countrymen, as 
widely as circumstances have possi- 
bly allowed. The present is an en- 
deavour to render an abridgement of 
the same into English ; by which I ex- 
pect to prove tomy European friends, 
that the superstitious practices, which 
deform the Hindoo religion, have 
nothing to do with the pure spirit of 
its dictates. 

“JT have observed, that, both in 
their writings and conversation, many 
Europeans feel a wish te palliate and 
soften the features of Hindoo idolatry ; 
and are inclined to inculcate, that all 
objects of worship are considered by 
their votaries as emblematical repre- 
sentations of the Supreme Divinity. 
If this were indeed the case; I might 
perhaps be led into some examination 
of the subject ; but the truth is, the 
Hindoos of the present day have no 
such views of the subject, but firmly 


_ believe in the real existence of innu- 


merable gods and goddesses, who pos- 
sess, in their own departments, full 
and independent power ; and to pro- 
pitiate them, and not the true God, 
are temples erected and ceremonies 
performed, there cap be no doubt, 
however, and it is my whele design to 
prove, that every rite has its deriva- 
tion from the allegorical adoration of 


the true Deity; but, at the present 
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day, all this is forgotten ; and, among 


a) 
many, it is even heresy to mention it. 


“ | hope it will not be presumed, 
that I intend to establish the prefer- 
ence of my faith over that of other 
men. The result of controversy on 
such a subject, however multiplied, 
must be ever unsatisfactory ; for the 
reasoning faculty, which leads men to 
certainty in things within its reach, 
produces no efiect on questions be- 
yond its comprehension... I do no 
more than assert, that, if correct rea- 
soning, and the dictates of common 
sense, induce the belief of a wise. un- 
created Beg, who is the supporter 
and ruler of the boundless universe ; 
we should also consider him the most 
powerful and supreme existence, far 
surpassing our powers of comprehen- 
sion or description: and, although 
men of uncultivated minds, and even 
some learned individuals (but in this 
one point blinded by prejudice,) read- 
ily choose as the object of their ador- 
ation, any thing which they can al- 
ways see, and which they pretend to 
feel, the absurdity of such conduct is 
not thereby, in the least degree, di- 
minished. 

“ My constant reflections;on the in- 
convenient, or rather injurious rites, 
introduced by the peculiar practice 
of Hindoo idolatry, which, more than 
any other pagan worship, destroys the 
texture of society; together with com- 
passion for my countrymen; have 
compelled me to use every possible 
effort to-awaken them from their 
dream of error; and, by making 
them acquainted with their scriptures, 
enable them to contemplate, with true 
devotion, the unity and omnipresence 
of Nature’s God. 

“ By taking the path which con- 
science and sincerity direct, I, borna 
Brahmin, have exposed myself to the 
complainings and reproaches, even 
of some of my relations, whose preju- 
dices are strong, and whose temporal 
advantage depends upon the present 
system. But these, however accumu- 
lated, I can tranquilly bear ; trusting 
that a day will arrive, when my bhum- 
ble endeayours will be viewed with 
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justice—perhaps acknowledged with 
gratitude. At any rate, whatever 
men may say, l cannot be deprived 
of this consolation : my motives are 
acceptable to that Being, who beholds 
in secret, and compensates openly.” 

The Traet itself is short, extending 
to fourieen pages in quarto. It is an 
abridyement of the Vedant of Byas, 
whom Rammohun Roy represents as 
“the greatest of the Indian Theolo- 
gists, Philosophers, and Poets.” The 
author professes to give the real sense 

and meaning of the Vedant and Veds 
on the most important points ef the 
Hindoo Theology, whieh he asserts to 
have been misunderstood and forget- 
teu. Ilis various positions are su 
ported by passages from the Vedant 
or Veds; and those, which appear to 
contradict them, are explained. 

Afier asserting the necessity for 
mankind to acquire knowledge res- 
pecuing the Supreme Being, bat that 
this knowledve ts limited to very Wwar- 
row bounds, the author argues, from 
the Vedant and Veds, that ereating 
and governing power cannot be attri- 
buted to any ef the various objects to 
which the grosser Hindoo a j 
attributes it ; such as, the void space, 
air, light, nature, atuas , the soul, any 
god ov god dess of the sarth, the sun, or 
any of the celestial gods. He asserts 
the unitv, Spirituality, omnipresence, 
aud omnipotence of the Supreme Be- 
ing—that He is the sele object of wor- 
ship—that the adoration of Him is 
required of mankind, as well as of the 
celestial gods—that moral principle is 
a partof the adoration of God, with 
rehance on, and self-rvesignation to, 
the only true Being, and an aversion 
to worldly consideratiens—and that 
devotion to the Supreme Being is not 
limited to any holy place or sacred 
country. 

Some beams of light break throug! 
the loo. There is 2 measure of 
meaning and sense in the following 
}*! SAIC -— 

The Ved now illustrates the mode 
in which we should worship the Snu- 
preme Bemy, viz. *To God we should 
*pproach, af him we should hear, of 
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him we should think, and to him we 
should attempt to approximate.’ The 
Vedant also elucidates the subject 
thus: ‘ The three latter directions, in 
the above quoted text, are conducive 
to the first, viz. approaching to God. 
These three are in reality included in 
the first (as the direction for collect- 
ing fire in the worship of fire ;) for 
we cannot approach to God, without 
hearing and thmking of him, nor with- 
out attempting to make our approxi- 
mation ; and the last, viz. attempting 
to approximate to God, is required 
until we have approached him” By 
hearing of God, is meant, hearing his 
declarations, which establish his uni- 
ty ; and by thinking of him, is meant 
thinking of the eontents of the law ;. 
and by attempting to approximate to 
him, is meant, attempting to apply 
our minds to that true Being, on which 
the diffusive existenee of the Universe 
relies, in order that, by means of the 
constant practice of this attempt, we 
may approach te him. Vedant states, 
that ‘Constant practice of devotion 
is necessary, it being represented so 
by the Ved ; and also adds ,that‘ We 
should adore God, till we approach ta 
him, and even then not forsake his 
adoration, such authority being found 
in the Ved.” 

The rise of this new seet, the zeal 
and subtlety displayed by its founder, 
with its obvious tendency to under- 
mine the fabric of Hindoo supersti- 
tion, are objects of serious attention 
to the Christian mind. “ Who knows,” 
asks one of the frends from whom we 
have received these communications, 
“but this man may be one of the 
many instruments, by which God, in 
his mysterious providence, may ac- 
complish the overthrow of idolatry ?” 

—‘ What may be the effect of this 
man’s labours,” says another corres- 
pondent, “ time will shew. Probably, 
they inay bring the cratt of Brahmin- 
ism and caste into danger ; and God 
may be, in this imanner, shaking the 
kingdom of Satan. However this 
may prove, 
done : 
ophy may uot have 


that great work will be 
and, though reason and philos- 
a voice powerful 
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enough to reach the hearts of these 
poor captives ; yet the Christian Mis- 
sionary, whom Christ sends forth, will 
find a mouth and a tongue, which no 
man shall be able to guinsay 07 resist.” 





Infanticide. 

In our last we published some account of 
the practice of murdering infants in 'n- 
dia: we extract the foliuwing from a iate 
London paper. 


It appears that in some parts of In- 
dia it has long been a custom to de- 
stroy the female mfants, with a few 
exceptions; but to what extent is ve- 
ry difficult to ascertain. The reports 
of these murders vary from 3000 to 
20,000 annually ; and though the last 
number is doubtless exaggerated, it is 
no less certain tbat the former is far 
below the truth. The man, howev- 
er, who saves but 3000 infants annu- 
ally from the hand of murder, surely 
deserves a statue, in preference to 
him who slaughters ten times the num- 
ber; but alas! it is the custom of 
mankind to rear monuments, not to 
the preservers, but to the destroyers 
of their race. Col. Walker has how- 
ever the honour to be numbered a- 
mong the former. Being appointed 
the Company’s Resident in Guzeyrat, 
with unwearied diligence he has pur- 
sued his humane object, and witha 
degree of success that promises to be 
complete and lasting. And not only 
has he saved thousands of infant lives 
of the more tender sex, but the moth- 
ers, who were sunk into the most de- 
grading apathy, are awakened to the 
feelings of parents, and the comforts 
of domestic life. Being ona journey 
to Baroda, Colonel Walker called at 
Dherole, and wishing te see the ch !d- 
ren whose lives be had been the means 
of rescuing from the grave, the moth- 
ers brought them to his residence, and 
the scene is thus described by Mr. 
Cormach. 

“ The rapturous bursts of maternal 
afiection for the little babes, torn as it 
were from the jaws of death, acquiring 
immeasurable excitement from secing 
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now, for the firsttime, the person who 
had conferred on them so many beu- 
efits, constituted altogether something 
truly grand and affecting. Overcome 
with afiection and gratitude, the 
mothers brought forward their child- 
ren, and placing them in Colonel 
Walker’s hands, called them his child- 
ren, for that to bim they owed their 
existence, and invoked Hieaven and 
hun to protect them.” 

The fourteenth chapter of this wark 
is devoted to prove the propriety of 
propagating Christianity in lndia, 
which requires about as much labour 
in the proof, as to shew the necessity 
of suppressing murder. 





—_—_ ---+--+— _ -—— - — 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

It has beer the opinion of some good men 
that ic Was unnecessary & inexpedient to 
introduce Sunday Scbools in this enlight- 
ened part of the country : we have tree 
schoois, say they, in every town, where 
the poor and the ignorant may be taught, 
and none need be deprived of religious 


instruction On the Sabbath. We consider. . 


such opinions on the same footing with 
those formerly advanced, ihat there was 
no want of Bibles or Bible societies , ad- 
Vanceii without the expenment being 
made, and both alike erroneous. The 
wondertul success with which the exer- 
tions of the benevolent have been crown- 
ed in every place where Sunday “chools 
have been introduced, have proved thei: 
utility stror_er than all the arguments in 
the world ; and the thousands of igno- 
rant beings who bave been snatched from 
the paths of sin and wretchedness, and 
guided and instructed in tbe paths of vir- 
tue by these institutions, will bea last- 
ing memorial of the Christian zeal and 
faithfulness of its promoters. It is not 
enough to Open the doors and invite the 
iynorant to come in and be instructed ; 
they must be sought out and compeWed 
to come in. Many have never been 
taught enough to .aow ‘hot they are ig- 
norant; and others are so conscious of 
their ignorance that they are ashamed to 
be instructed. ‘gnoraace, like sin, while 
it binds us victim for destruction, closes 
its eyes, and renuers & unconscious vo! its 
danger. But our views on the sub ect 
are happily iilustraved mM the foll. wipe 
Report. 
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Anniversary of the New-York Sunday 
School Union Society. 


The first Anniversary of this insti- 
tution was celebrated at the City Ho- 
tel, February 24th, 1817. 

Notwithstanding the extreme in- 
clemency of the weatiier, the chil- 
dren from the Schools, to the num- 
ber of about 700, were assembled at 6 
o’clock, P. M. After an appropri- 
ate prayers, and an address by the 

tev. Mr. Stanford, they sung in a ve- 

vy animated manner the 5thof Watt’s 
Hymns for children. Some cakes, 
prepared for the purpose, were then 
served to them, immediately after 
which they were ‘dismissed. 

At 6 o’clock, Richard Varick, Esq. 
President of the Society, took the 
chair, when the annual Report of the 
Commitiee was read. 

The Rev. Mr. Feltus, in moving that 
the Report be accepted, addressed 
the chair: 

“ T have listened with much atten- 
ion, and with heart-felt pleasure, to 
this excellent report just read; and 
am entirely persuaded, that the wel- 

fare of society is deeply interested, that 
this report be accepted. 

The usual plans of education, Sir, 
have always been placed upon high 
and elevated ground,so much so, that 
they could only be courted with ex- 
pense,—could only be approached 
with the constant sacrifice of labour 
and continual devotion. 

In consequence of this, very large 
proportions of the more dependent 
classes of our citizens have been cut 
off and neglected ; and for one of the 
most powerful of all reason—because 
ihev have not possessed the means to 
make those privileges their own. 

To remedy this great evil; and a 
great evil, Sir, it must be considered, 
Free Schools have been introduced with 
becoming zeal; and Free Schools have 
done much. The praises of those In- 
stitutions cannot be too highly or ex- 
tensively sounded. 

juteven here, where the impor- 
tant article of expense was superseded 
by public bounty; the still more im- 
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portant article of ¢ime could not be ob- 
tajned ; time could not be brought to 
bear upon the question, from the pres- 
sing and imperious claims of daily la- 
bour, i in the common efforts of family 
support. 

There was then yet wanting, Sir, 
some plan to meet the exigency of the 
case ; some plan that should embrace 
those short portions of leisure that 
should stoop from the common ground 
and pick up those broken fragments 
of time, that might be devoted to this 
great object: and that plan, fam hap- 
py to say, is now completed and per- 
fected in the practice of Sunday 
Schools. They interfere with no 
claims of business—they stand in the 
way of no other duties whatever. 

Besides in a political point of view— 
the welfare of the state at large is 
deeply interested in this question. 

It has been shrewdly observed by 
some of the most enlightened and dis- 
tinguished statesmen, that the culti- 
vation and improvement of the more 
dependent classes of citizens, aud the 
enjoyment of civil liberty, were com- 
mensurate blessings ; and that as this 
liberty becomes abstracted from com- 
mon use, this education assumes a 
corresponding character, and is either 
thrown in a corner and altogether 
neglected, or else insulated and cir- 
cumscribed within such narrow limits, 
as nearly equal prohibition. 

But it is unnecessary to employ the 
great talents of profound statesmen 
upon a subject so perfectly familiar 
and plain at first sight. Our own or- 
dinary acquaintance with historical 
fact, will furnish us with ample evi- 
dence. Weare sufficiently informed 
that those nations of the east that 
have employed the pens of historians, 
in their highest prosperity and glory, 
paid particular attention to this im- 
portant subject; and that it was on- 


ly when they abandoned this course of 


duty,ihey were found to have aban- 
doned themselves. 

Men must know their privileges, 
Sir, in order to appreciate their val- 
ue, and they must be appreciated, ta 
guard their possession. 
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Nationa! resources, Sir, in point of 
wealth, may be exhausted; but inthe 
vast classes of citizens to be benetir- 
ted by your Institution, an taformed, 
an widustrious, and virtuous people, 
are the great bulwarks of the State— 
they open, Sir, imexaustible  sour- 
ces of national prosperity and hi ap- 
piness. 

It is an interesting truth, that edu- 
cation forms that mighty instrument 
which calls forth and cuitivates those 
talenits and advantages which God 
and nature have given us. And it is 
equally plain to observation, that 
where this lamp of instruction is neg- 
Jected, these talents either lie dor- 
mant jn the mind, ov only show theim- 
selves by such offensive excrescence, as 
is injurious to society, 

We have reason to thank the good 
providence of God, that our public 
history is not stained with uncoinmon 
turpitude. No; the faults and follies 
that exist among us, however deeply 
io be deplored, perhaps might bear a 
virtuous Comparison with those that 
are found in ether countries. 

But it must have been observed, 
that notw:thstanding the praise-wer- 
thy diligence of the civil magistrate, 
previous to the introduction of Sun- 
day Schools, the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath day was constantiy violated by 

groups of ig znorant uncultivated youth, 
engaged i idle and profane amuse- 
ments. It was almost impracticable 
to apply a remedy to this. If they 
were routed in one direction, they 
quickly formed themselves in aneth 
er. But what no other discipline 
could reach—what no coercion could 
put down, the introduction of Sunday 
Schools lias silently and efivetually 
removed, so that iu this respect, there 
is, comparatively, “no more coin- 
platning in our streets.” 

By supperting, then, the institution 
which has called us together, | have 
no hesitation to say, we are support- 
ing our own welfare, our own happi- 
ness, Our own character. We are 
raising up a standard against a flood 
wf vice. We are guarding our prison 


#oers from being erowde ‘d with offen- 
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ders; our stveets from being polluted 
with additional crime: ov dearest in- 
terest from being iuvaded. 

But there is seal: and a higher 
consideration, to which | weuld more 
parucularly call the attention of the 
Chair, and of this respectable meet- 
ing. tis, Sir, the cause of God and 
piety, which is deeply concerned in this 
GUEST 

i need not inform you, Sir, that 
Sunday Schools have ‘alread y made 
great unproveme nts in the morals of 
ourcity, Sunday Schools, Sir, have 
proved the happy instrument to bring 
vast numbers to the tempies of reli- 
gion, Your Report mentions frre fhou- 
sand collected in’ ove year! a nuin- 
ber once fed by the Friend of man- 
kind, and now again fed with intellect- 
ualtvoodby his disciples ! 

Amoiug these, strange as it may ap- 
pear, in a city like this, andina day 
Oo} lig At like = present, some have 
been fownd such perfect strangers to 
their duty and their God, that itis 
prob: ible their knees were never be- 
fore bowed to the Heavens: that 
bands probably never before raised to 
the tircne of merey: their voices 
probably never before etuployed int 
chaunting the praises of their exaited 
Redeemer. 

The benefits of Sunday Scheols, 
Sir, must not be confined simpy to the 
Sabbath-day—they are of a ‘aidiasiv 
hature. 

The instructions that 
ceived, are repeated with interest 2 
home. In this respect, Sir, rat 
which IS appernyas 1 ihe mind, 
holy oil floating on the surface, will 
ever be foremost in the loss like the 
box of precious ointment once e@imn- 
ployed by the penitent woman, the 
fracrance of which filled the whol 
house, the instructions of | Sida 
Cithused through every 
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Schools are 
part of the fAiaily. 
ol picty are repeated with affection 
from their school books; the othe: 
children are excited with attention ; 
the parents ave roused from their up- 
feeling indifference, their insenustble 
composure. and find greater de- 
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and concern for the 

sees of then ofispring. 
_ The holy Scriptures, which before 
were only known in name, but now, 
through ‘the zeal of Bible Societies, 
God bloes them,) are found in every 
house, and almost in every chamber. 
‘Che holy Scriptures are read, the sa- 
cred precepts become familiar. The 
#zed parents bow their ears to listen, 
nnd incline their hoary hairs to the 
iNest example of the Redeemer. The 
book of God, Sir, sheds a flood of light 
where darkness and ignorance before 
had permanent habitation, and some- 
times the reformation of whole fami- 
wes has been the happy fruits of Sun- 
day Scheo!l instrection. 

To enumerate the benefits growing 
out of this most benevolent design, 
Sir, weuld indeed embrace an exten- 
sive latitude. But I have already 
trespassed too far upon your time ; 
my feelings and views of the subject, 
however, would not permit Me to say 
Je $s. 

Is hall now take the liberty ofmov- 
ing, Sir, that this Report be accepted. 

J. Buchanan, Esq. British Consul, 
seconded the motion. 

Mir.—lI have the honour of second- 

»g the motion of the Rev. gentleman, 
anes upon any other occasion, I would 
feel a delicacy in adding an observa- 
tion; but the subject is inexhaustable 

pre one in which I have been engag- 

i for ten years; and if there are pe- 
yiods in my lite, 
which affords satisfaction, I contem- 
plate none with more true pleasure, 
than those in‘twhich I was so engaged. 
Sir, this the first Anniversary of this 
Institution, will form an epoch in your 
life, in the history of this city, and in 
the lives of those connected with this 
Societv. What has brought us all 
here this might? What has given rise 
to this Institution? It may be refer- 
red to man; but, 
the A mighty. Whence have arisen 
Bible Societies in our day ¢ Missiona. 
ry elforts in eur day? the education 
ot the oor in our day > These events 
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wre al. concurring to accomplish one 
glorious object—the exten- 


rieal and 


the retrospect of 


Sir, it ts the work of 
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sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
is the fulfilment of that prophecy, 
wherein God declared that“ the know- 
hedge of the Lord should cover the 
earth,’ &c. Mark, sir, that 1800 
years have passed without any such 
exertions as those adverted to; yet 
we cannot reproach our forefathers 
with want of zeal, but now, in our 
day, the whole world is, as it were, 
moved with a zeal peculiar im our 
day and generation. ‘tris marks the 
spirit of God operating in the earth. 
We are assembled here, sir, not for 
the purpose of- discussing subjects that 
may prove advantageous alone for the 
present day. No,no! they have a 
reference both to the temporal and e- 
ternal interests not only of the pres- 
ent, but of succeeding generations. 
The importance of the objects of this 
Society, | would endeavour to enforce 
by bearing testimony, not to what I 
have heard, but to what Ihave known. 
I will take the liberty to relate as 
briefly as I can, a few, out of many 
instances of the blessed efiects of Sun- 
day Schools. 

‘A little girl, (Ann Colgan,) about 
13 years of age, had never been at 
school. She felt ashamed to go and 
begin, at that age, to learn her A, B, 
C. She was induced to attend a Sun- 
day School, was encouraged ; her ca- 
pacity and attention were great; ina 
tew months she was able to read, and 
she afterwards taught her father, (a 
blacksmith.) and four of her brothers 
and sisters toread the Bible. Anoth- 
er girl, (Mary Dean,) was induced 
16 years of age to attend; ina’ short 
time she read, and in one year com- 
mitted to memory between thirty and 
forty chapters. 
children at Sunday Schools, who were 
required to prove from the Seriptures, 
that ving and swearing were contra- 
ry to the word of God, reading the en- 
tire Seriptures, and mar king all the 
passages that referred, (in their judg- 
ment, ) to these crimes—crimes, alas! 
so common, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, ifthe practice was not cou- 
sidered sinful by poor neglected chil- 
dren. A father ofa chud who hed 
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been thus engaged, dec'ared to me, 
that the exertion of ls cane boy 
searching the Seriptures F Prove 
swearing was a crime sinclons God, 
produced such remorse in his (the 
tather’s,) mind that he was led to ab- 
hor it. 

Sir, the exertions the Report exhib- 
its, and which have been made the 
first year in thiscity,is truly cheering; 
and it my recollection serves me right, 
exceeds any that have taken place 
elsewhere in the firstvear, It appears 
SOO persons are engaged gratuitously 
zs teachers; how important their 
work! sowing the seed of eternal! life 
iv the minds of five thousand veutlis ! 
To reflect on the advantaves that 
may arise froin such exercises, would 
pe impertivent, after what has been 
observed. Ihave the satisfaction to 
state, that the Sunday Schools in Ire- 
land, are now chiefly supplied by 
teachers who have arose in the schools. 
But though the exertions of these 
teachers are so important, yet their 
continuance is depending upon thie 
spirit and liberality of others who pos- 
sess the means of affording pecuniary 
aid. Let such as God has blessed, 
contribute. It may be urged, the 
present universal distress calls upon 
such to administer to more pressing 
wants. Let such as reason thus, re- 
flect, thatin times of distress, those 
who fear the Lord should be mest 
forward to give. Whose ponpory is 
lessened by giving in this way ? What 
unfortunate insolvent ever had to ex- 
hibit to his creditor money given to 
the glory of God, as one cause of his 
failure or poverty ¢ No, no; God will 
not be debtorto man. ‘To pive, to 


better and improve the condition of 


poor children, is a sure way to pro- 
vide for our own; but the exertion of 
teaching and the expense of such ob- 
jects may deter many. ‘The flame 
and the thorns that ¢ appeared to Mo- 
ses made him turn aside; these he 
saw as we do the difficulties in under- 
takings of this nature, not reflecting 
that the glory of the God of Israel is 
in the work. But the iiberality of the 
friends of this Institution renders any 
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observations of this kind unnecessary. 
I will therefore pass to another part 
of the Report, which refers to teach- 
ing adults. On the importance of this 
part of their labours, permit me to 
make an observation to the teachers. 
There isa natural backwardness in 
grown-up persons to commence to 
learn to pead, conceiving such at- 
tempts hopeless: it rests with you who 
attend the schools to overcome this 
timidity. As an inducement, I will 
mention the case of a William Greer, 
who, between 45 and 50, having bought 
in the market the last speech of a tel- 
on condemned to be hanged, brought 
it home, and as he could not read, he 
brought a poor little boy into ‘the 

house to read the speech to his wife 
and himself, which, when the lad had 
done, Greer said to his wife, “* Well, 
Margaret, | have but the one cow, 
and I would give her could I but read 
that speech as well as that boy.” ‘Fhe 
wife urged him to begin; he did SO, 

and though a labouring man, he 
learned to read the Bible: that bles- 
sed book became his study and his 
consolation, as 1 saw him on his death 
bed, when he rejoiced in the atone- 
ment for sinners made by the Lord of 
life and glory. Where the teacher 
can infuse into the mind of the pupil 
an earnest desire to learn, there is no 
fear of success, and indeed so many 
instances of the blessed effects of Sun- 
day teaching have come betore me, 

that L verily believe the Loid, ina 
peculiar manner, will bless exertions 
on /hat day, where bis glory is had in 
view. In many countries peculiar 
privileges are attached to induce at- 
tention to education. In Sweden, f 
have been informed, that without be- 
ing able to read, a person cannot be- 
come @ wilhess ina court of justice, 
nor will they be allowed tomany. I 
will trespass on your attention, by re- 
lating an anecdote of a young man, 
who paid his addresses to a young fe- 
male in that country who was ighe- 
rant of such restriction, and upon 
their comme to be marned, in the 
progress of the ceremony, the usual 
question bemg put, this young man’s 



























?ynorance was discovered, and the 
parties much disappointed. No ex- 
pedient could be devised to overcome 
the law; at length it was agreed that 
the marriage should be postpened un- 
tilhe would learn to read. The in- 
tended bride undertook to teach him; 
ihey were diligent you may be ‘sure, 
and in afew weeks they were married. 
( Laughter and applause. Order, from 
the Chair.) Wad I reflected this an- 
ecdote would have had any tendency 
to produce lightuess, | should have 
been sorry to have mentioned it; bat 
I introduce it, sir, to impress upen 
those teachers perseverance and dil- 
igence. 

Sir, no part of the exertions of this 
Institution affords me more pleasure, 
than to hear froin the Report, that the 
Scriptures are read in the schools. 1 
would earnestly recommend that por- 
tions of the word of God should be 
<ommitted to memery by the chil- 
dren; it is sowing the sound seed, 
even the incorruptible seed, the word 

’ God; that certainly will produce 
rai to the elory of God. I will not 
detain the meeting, by relating the 
maay glorious results from this prac- 
tice that Ihave beena witnessto. It 
may be alledged, these peor children 
have not time. { know instances of 
what can be done im this way, that ex- 
ceed the couception of all who have 
nol seentheattempt. Iwill just men- 
tiou a girl, Margaret Finton, about 
!5 or 16 years of age, who uever com- 
mitted a chapter in her life previous 
to attending a Sunday School, and 
who had her daily task ‘of s spinning to 
perform. She centrived to fix her 
Bible before her on the wheel, and in 
this way, withtn one year, she repeat- 
ed ata “Sunds iv Schoel 193 chapters ; 
many others the entire Psalms, and a 
few in the school did not exceed ten 
chapters. A Testament was the pre- 
mium fer these who repeated the 
three first chapters of John, and a Bi- 
ble for these who committed fourteen 
chapters. One word more to you, 
gentlemen, whoare by your exertions 
fulfilling the benevolent intentions of 
the friends of this Institution. You 
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differ from all other teachers in this 
city. They have pecuniary motives, 
worldly advantage to stimulate them ; 
while thoseof you, and may I hope all 
of you, have the glory of God in view, 
in attending to the poor and the igno- 
rant; sow the incorruptible, the im- 
perishable Word of Life, ana yeu will 
be blessed in your labours. I hope 
the time is not distant, when I shall 
feel honoured by aiding in your la- 
beurs, which distance “has hitherto 
prevented. May God Almighty bless 
your labour. I wish in the sincerity 
of my heart, all manner ef success to 
attend vour exertions under the aus- 
pices of this Society. 
(To be concluded ) 





Extract from the Report of the East Ten- 
J } 
nessee Missionary Society, Janua- 
TY, [sl6. 


We live in an age of apostolic en- 
te rprise e for the spread of the Gospel, 
Both in eurepe and America a num- 
her of Socie tic: s have for several years 
been zealously engaged in supporting 
missionaries at their own ex pense, tu 
preach the unsearchabile 
Christ to their perishing fellow-sin- 
ners. 
divine grace they have sent out, net 


only among the destitute in C hristen- 


dom, but among heathens aud ma- 
hometans in Asia, Africa and the dis- 
tant islands ofthe sea. Their encou- 
ragements to perseverance have kept 
pace with their exertions. <A blessed 
experience has taught them, that 
Christianity every where has omnipo- 
tence to advance it; while the conde- 
scending Redeemer makes use of men 
for his instruments, and invites them 
by his Word and Providence to be 
workers together with him in extend- 
ing the triumphs of his cross. 
Aninated by the noble example and 


increasing success of these institutions, 


the East Tennessee Missionary Soci- 
ety has humbly aspired to take part 
aud lot in the Missionary cause. If 
our circumstances and resources will 
not warrant us to seek at any great 
distance the objects of our benett- 
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These indefatigable heralds of 
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cence, we hope, at least, to be enabled 
to contribute something toward the 
diffusion of Christian mnowleuge a a- 
mong the destitute thousands of East 
Teniiessee. Our constitutional field 
of labour is manifestly white for the 
harvest; but where, it may be asked, 
are the labourers? For a time we 
sought them in vain. Our entrance 
and subscription money lay idle in the 
treasury. ‘The few settled ministers 
within our bounds are too much en- 
erossed by their loca! engagements and 
indispensabie obligations, to have leis- 
_ure to afford the society much retief, 
‘even in such an emergency. Seme 
missionaries, nevertheless, we have 
found and emploved. ‘These have 
been gratefully welcomed by the peo- 
ple, and a continuation of such sup- 
plies has been urgently requested by 
Jetters from the hearers. But we are 
Jed to believe, one important result 
of our association will be the procuring 
of more missionaries from other states 
and missionary societies, than would 
else be induced to come among us. 
This beneficial consequence we have 
begun already to realize. We have 
not in vain addressed letters of solicit- 
ation to such public bodies, as could 
send us ministerial aid. On the recep- 
tion of our printed Constitution, and a 
letter requesting missionary assist- 
ance, in the spring of 1714, the gene- 
yal Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in their published minutes no- 
ticed in terms of joy, as a subject of 


gratitude to heaven, the formation of 


a missionary society in this state ; and 
without delay appomted a missionary, 
io labour six months under our di- 
rection, 

In the same manner, the Connecti- 
cut missionary society has been in 
some degree excited to make mission- 
ary appointments for this part of the 
country. ‘The Massachusetts Mis- 
sionary Society, likewise, has declar- 
ed its disposition to afford us aid, 
whenever it may be able, without in- 
fringing other claims. Indeed, the 
prospect is promising, that, so far as 
we shall have it in our power, by the 
pecuniary resources we collect, to sup- 
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port missionaries among our destitute 
fellow-cilizens, the suitable persons 
will not be soughtin vain. ‘Phjs is the 
more probable as the late pleutful re- 
vivals of religion in many of the col- 
leves and congregations of our coun- 
try cannot fail lo imparta large addi- 
tion io the number of Gospel minis- 
ters now upon the stage. 


{The Report here staies the present 
number of members to be about 300, who 
par one dollar annually, and .be amount of 
funds in the treasury to be YO91,14. Lt al- 
sO contains many interesting details of 
missionary labours, the dis ribusion of Bi- 
bles and the general state ot religion, &e. 
and closes with the following appeal, which 
is caleulated to affect the hearts of any who 
can breathe one ardent wish that * thy 
kingdom may come, and thy will be done 
on earch as it is in eave n. | 


Our fellow citizens have now before 
them in the preceding pages viewed 
in connection with our printed consti- 
tution, the origin, progress and pre- 
sent state of the Last ‘Tennessee Mis- 
sionary Society, the destitute condi- 
tion of seventy or eighty thousand 
souls within eur prescribed bounds, - 
the thankfulness with which our mis- 
sionaries have been received, together 
with the urgent cries of the people for 
further missionary aid. With such 
supply of missionaries as we seek and 
confidently hope for, the money in our 
funds wiil soon be exhausted. Who 
that feels the worth ofan immortal 
soul, will grudge one dollar a year to 
ihe missionary cause ? Who that con- 
siders the great and glorious things 
which the numerous missionary soci- 
eties of LKurope and America ave do- 
ing in the world, will not welcome the 
beginuing and pray for the increase 
of similar exertions in ‘Tennessee ? 
Who will despise the day of small 
things in these noble undertakings, 
when it is remembered that with a 
smaller number of individuals than 
first constituted our infant society, an 
association of the same kind was be- 
gun in Europe in the year 1795, which 
how occupies about filly missionary 
Stations im distant regions, employs 
aud supports seventy or eighty mis- 
Sionaries, aud receives the glow- 
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®g and increasing thanks of many 
happy converts to tke cross of 
Christ from the delusions of Mahome- 
tauism and the horrors of Paganism ° 
‘To the liberal, benevolent and picus 
within our bounds we submii the 
question, whether it will not be doing 
God service to join hand and heart in 
our humole efforts to spread the gos- 
pel of salvation? ‘To the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian chureh, ta 
the different Bible societies, to ait the 
societies and individuals, who have 
generously afforded us their aid, we 
iender eur united and cordial thanks. 
With the deepest gratitude we record 
our obligations to the God of Zion; 
we take encouragement frem what he 
has done to strengthen our hands and 
establish eur work. We devote our- 
selves afresh to the missionary Cause, 
assured that the Lord will make a 
short work in the earth, that the des- 
ert sliall speedily blossom as the rose, 
that many shall run to and fro and 
that knowledge shall be increased, 
that truth shall spring forth from the 
earth and righteousness drop down 
trom heaven. We ask the numerous 
young men of Tennessee, if there is 
none to instruct and guide among 
her sons, to satisfy her poor with heav- 
enly bread, to feed her famishing 
thousands with knowledge and under- 
standing ? While the voice of both 
‘sod and man presses without ceasing 
the interesting question, Whom shal 
we send and who will go for us ? is 
there nene prepared for the devout 
and acceptable reply, here am I, send 
me?~ Where is the neighbourhood, 
that contains a poer and pious young 
man of genius, that will not aid him 
with their money or property to ac- 
quire competent human learning to 
be an able as we!l as faithful minister 
of the New Testament ? Where is the 
churlish parent soin league with hell 
that he will forbid a regenerate and 
heaven devoted son from coming to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty ? We send 
the cry of our ant and extremity in 
every direction beyond the mountains. 
Come over, ye servants of the living 
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God, and help us. Beautiful indeed, 
upon any of the mountains that sur- 
round us will be the feet of them that 
bring good tidings, that publish peace 
and salvation, that sav unto Zion thy 
God reigneth. For ‘Zion’s sake will 
we not held our peace and for Jerusa- 
lem’s sake we wili not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness and the salvation thereof 
as a lamp that burneth. Ye that 
make mention of the Lord keep not 
silence and give him no rest till he 
establish, and till he make Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth. Arise, O Lord, 
plead thine own cause. Send out thy 
light and thy truth. Let the people 
praise thee; let all the people praise 
thee ; let the natlencgtiinnss rejoice 
in thy salvation, and let the ends of 
the earth turn unto the Lord. 





DUTIES OF MINISTERS AND PEOPLE. 


Extract from the Appendix of a Sermon 
by the Rev. Heman Humphrey, deliv- 
ered at New-Haven in June last, be- 
fore the General Association of Con- 
necticut, 

It is sometimes pleaded in justifica- 
tion of a refusal to do any thing more 
for ministers, that so long as they re- 
ceive the sum stipulated at their set- 
tlement, they have no right to com- 
plain, or to expect any addition. The 
contract, it is said, stands on the same 
ground as any other bargain. Both 
parties make it, or ought to make it, 
with their eyes open, and if it is 
found in some cases, to bear rather 
hard upon the minister, it becomes 
him to be silent and make the best ef 
it. The people may, if they choose, 
assist him by way of gratuity, but they 
are under no obligations to give him 
a cent more, than was originally stip- 
ulated. Accordingly, as men are 
apt to be tenacious of all other good 
bargains, (as they are pleased to call 
them,) so in this case, many people 
seem determined, under all circum- 
stances and at all hazards, to hold 
their ministers to the letter of the a- 
greement. Hence it often happens, 
that a good man is dismissed, merely 
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for want of acomfortable support, and 
another, no way his superior, per- 
haps not his equal, is called and set- 
tled in his place upon a salary, far 
exceeding in amount, what would 
have satisfied the first. ‘Thus, for ex- 
ample, 700 dollars is refused to A, 
because he consented, no matter how 
leng ago, to settle upon 600; and 
within a few months after his dismis- 
sion, every hand is up to give B a 
thousand dollars, because the times 
have changed, ard he cannot sup- 
port a family upon a less sum. The 
new minister is received with open 
arms, as he ought to be, and has 
his thousand dollars cheerfully paid, 
while his predecessor goes away load- 
ed with debt perhaps, and overwhiel- 
med by many with reproaches, as a 
hireling because he was not contented 
with 600. 

Now if such reasoning and such 
proceedings be correct, then minis- 
ters are bound to submit to the hard- 
ships which they impose, without ut- 
tering a complaint. But are they 
correct ? Are they reasonable? Are 
they scriptural? Has net God him- 
self “ ordained that they who preach 
the Gospel shall live of the Gospel r” 

nd can societies make contracts, 
which will release them from the ob- 
ligations of this ordinance ? Can they 
say toa minister who has not halfa 
living, ** You agreed for so much and 
thereiore you are bound to be con- 
tented? What is this but making 
void the law ef God, and substituting 

a hard bargain as the rule and mecas- 
ure of duty ? 

But Jet us descend and meet those 
who are so strenuous for a literal ad- 
herance to theavreement, on a differ- 
ent ground. Their piea is, that the con- 
tract between a minister and people, 
ought to be viewed in the same light 
as any otber bargain. Well, and in 
what light ought other bargains to be 
viewed ¢ What sort of bargain is that, 
Which in its operation proves to be 
unequal and unjust ; which enriches 
one party and impoverishes the oth- 
er; which takes away a man’ $ prop- 
erty witlput an equivalent, or de 
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mands his services without a oat 


eous compensation ? I have heard of 


such bargains, but, “ O my soul, come 
not thou inte the secret” of those who 
enforce aud glory m them; “ unto 
their assembly mine honour be not 
thou united” No contract is right, 
which has vot the second table of the 
law for its basis. “ Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.” No con- 
tract can be justified which contra- 
venes the golden rule of our Saviour. 
* All things whatsoever ye weuld that 
men should do to you, do ye even so 
tothem.? “ To the law theny and to 
the testimony” by which every bar- 
gain should be regulated. Let “ what- 
soever things are honest and whatso- 
ever things are just,’ be conscien- 
tiously regarded in the construction 
and fulfilment of ministerial contracts, 
and there will be no room for com- 
plaint. 

But let this point be further illustra- 
ted. That a faithful minrster is en- 
titled to a support from his people,.is, 
I take it, explicitly acknowledged ox 
virtually ‘admitted by every society, 
unless it is stipulated ai the time o 
his settlement, that he shall partly sup- 
port himself. When no such stipula 
tion is made, candidates have a right 
to expect, and they do expect, that 
the people, for whose spiritual bene- 
fit they labour, will maintain them 
comfortably and respectably. 

What, according to the understand- 
ing of all parties, is the ground upon 
which a society goes, in offering 40Q 
dollars, or 800, or any other sum as & 
permanent salary, to induce a can- 
didate to seitle in the ministry ? Is it 
not, that in the opinion of the society, 
the sum offered will be a compete 
support in that place? Does not the 
candidate when he accepts the pro- 
posal, putthe same construcuen upon 
the coutrnet ? 

Now supposing that upon tra), 
(the expenses of living being station. 
ary,) be finds his salary inade quate ° 
Is ‘he to be told coolly, a bargain is @ 
bargain, and you must abide by i 
whether you are supported or not? 
Might he not iv thatcase reply, When 
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I received your call and accepted 
your offer, T had ne family, and could 
not estimate the expense ol maitain- 
ing oue ? -was moreover a stranger 
among you; so that had | known the 
eostet tiv ing elsewhere, it was Lorpos- 
sible that | could form any thiag ike 
an exact estimate here. I co: fides l, 
he mightadd, in your knowledge, ex- 
perieuce, and liberality. Your vote 
told me, that you considered the sum 
offered to be suificient. Every body 
knew that I understood it so. I have 
made a trial and find it inadequate. 
‘The spirit of the contract entitles me 
to a support. Your intentions no 
doubt were liberal; but experience 
proves that your estimate was too low. 
You willtherefore, [am sure, In ac- 
eordance with the true spirit of the a- 
ereement, cheerfully make the neces- 
sary addition. Might not a minister 
fairly adopt this mode of reasoning 
with his people, even if money had 
not depreciated at all since his settle- 
ment? Ifhe might, how much strong- 
er does the case become, when a great 
depreciation has actually taken place, 
or which amounts to the same thing, 
when it costs a great deal more to 
support a family ? It will not surely 
be maintained, thata minister is bound 
to be contented, with the nominal 
sum of five hundred dollars, when it 
is not worth so much in market, by 
one third, or one half as it was at the 
tiine of his settlement. 

Let me now invite the impartial 
reader to take another view of the 
subject before us. All that has been 
claimed for ministers is a bare support 
asthey goalong. But would it be 
mvensonable in them, to expect a 
tice more, especially in the early 
parrtot their ministry, and when, as ts 
usinily the ease, the vy have growing 
fimiies? Why should net a minister’s 
wite and children be as dear to lim, 
as tie wives and children of other 
menu are to th im? W hy shoutd he, 
any more than they, be blamed, for 
vishing to lay u pa ‘little | in the prime 
of tife, so that should he be early takeu 
from his family, he may leave a house 
ty shelter the wi low and the father- 


less, with at least some scanty means 
for their support ? 

I hope it will not be ascribed to wil- 
ful biindness, or toany iinproper bias, 
if I profess myself totally unable ts 
conceive, upon what correct. princi- 
ple, it can be thought perfectly right, 
uu highly praise-worthy, of other 
professional nen; for merchants, far- 
iners and mechanics ef every class, 
to lay up property for their children; 
to provide for the expenses of sick- 
ness and the wants of old age—and 
yet be claimed, as it is by many, that 
ministers of. the Gospel ought to be 
contented with a bare maintenance. 


This, as it appears to me, is a sort of 


disfranchisement, of which any other 
class of citizens might justly, and 
would loudly complain. 

There is one thing more, connected 
with this view of the subject, which is 
not, | believe, always adverted to, 
even by good people—I mean the ex- 
pensiveness ofa minister’s education. 
Were a man who brought little, or no 
property with him into a society, te 
be dismissed as destitute as he came, 
after labouring faithfully in the vine- 
yard for ten or twenty years it would 
not be strange, if the majority of the 
people should say, he has no reason 
to complain, for he had nothing when 
we settled him. But would they have 
the face, or the heart to say so, if they 
duly considered how many years of 
laborious study, and how much prop- 
eriy his education must have cost 
him? Is he entitled to no remunera- 
ion for all this toil and expense? His 
education is the capital upon which 
he began in life, as reaily as if he had 
laid out his money in lauds, or goods ; 
and is it reasonable that he should ex- 
pend the best part of it in the service 
of asociety, and finally be sent away 
without either the interest, or the 
principal? Let conscience decide. 

it is, | believe, honestiy thought by 
some, ‘that sinietove now receive a 
better maintenance from their people, 
tha tie predecessors did halfacen- 
tury ago. Hence itis often, and rath- 


er iriuimphantly asked, How did the 
kathers live? ‘Their salaries were not 
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more than halfso large as we new 
pay; and yet, they not only lived 
rl Mee but left handsome es- 
tates to their children. It is doubtless 
true, that the nominal sum was less ; 
but if I should be able to prove that 
it was actually worth much more, I 
hope the wonder will cease, and that 

this theme of popular declamation 
will be given up. Who that can dis- 
tincily remember no further back than 
20 years, does not know, that 100 dol- 
lars would then go nearly as far, and 
in seme places quite as far, towards 
supporting a family. as 200 will at 
the present time? And would we as- 


eertain the comparative worth of 


mouey, 50 or 60 years ago, ‘let us 
ask the fathers and they will tell us.” 

I have before me a statement of 

facts, which will help to place this 

part of the subject in its true light. A. 
3B. was ordained at C in the. 
vear 1767. Hissalary was $333, with 
his wood. Wheat was then. from 
62 1-2 to 75 cents per busheli—Rye, 
from 40 te 50 cents—Corn, from 30 
to 50. Pork was abecut $3,75 per 
hundred—Beef, 2,75—Sugar, $7— 
Molasses, 25 cents—Wood, oak, 75 
cents per load—Walnut, $1—com- 
mon land, upon an avarage, about 
$35 per acre. 

During the Jast § or 10 years in the 
same place, wheat was averaged $2 
or more—Rye, from $1 to $1,25— 
Corn, from 75 cents to ¢1—Pork, 
from '$7,60 to $10—Beef, from $5 to 
63 tately considerably higher.—Sugar 
fiem $14 to 20-—Molasses, frem 75 
cents to Sl. Wood, oak, $3—Wal- 
nut, $4—Common lands, about $109. 
Other necessaries of life, such as but- 
ter, cheese, lard, tallow, veal, poultry, 
&c. about in the same proportion. 

Now any one who will take the 
trouble of making out an estimate, 
from the above data, will find that 
$333, A. b. was settled, would pur- 
ehase about as much grain, meat, 
wood, &c. as $900 will pure ‘hase i im 
tle same place, at the present time. 
That is, a salary of 333 dollars, was 
as good 30 years ago, as one of 900 
sculd benow. Reckoning the woed, 
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it was better than 1000. But ifthe 
people of that parish were now to call 
a candidate for settlement, they would 
probably think 600 dollars, without 
any wood, a handsome saiary. At 
any rate it would be quite as much 
as sueh societies in general are willing 
le give. 

I presume, that the difference be- 
tween the value of money 50 years 
ago, and its present worth, is as great, 
almost every where, as in C yand 
in some places greater: so that if we 
could make a general comparison in 
the came way, it would be found, that 
the salaries of the prese nt day, are 
not so good by one third, and in many 
instances, by more than one half, as 
those which the fathers received.— 
But there are ether considerations 
which go to increase this mighty dif- 
ference, and to explain still further 
how the fathers lived and accumula- 
ted property, where their successors 
in the ministry, are struggling with 
poverty and constantly running in 
debt. Most of them received hang 
some seiilemenis, as they are called. 
Lands were cheap, and they purchas- 
ed farms, which greatly assisted in 
the support of their families, and were 
constantly increasing in value. Be- 
sides, it has been often remarked by 
the people themselves, in many of our 
parishes, that they well remember, 
when it was much more fashionable, 
to send their ministers presents, than 
it isnow. The reader will have ob- 
served, that in a preceding compar- 
ison of former times with the present, 
I have made no account of the great 
alteration which has taken place i in 
the style of living, to which ministers 
must in some degree conform, and by 
which their annual expenses are con- 
siderably increased, 

Farmers often express their sur- 
prize atheing told, thatit now requires 
twice as much money, to maintain a 
family, as it did 20 years ago. ‘They 
say, and say truly, that they can live 
as easily and as well, as the ‘y could 
then, and lay up more money. Bu’ 
how would the case stand if they had 
to buy every thing? It would make 
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a mighty difference, if they paid $2 
for wheat, instead of Sl; $7 for beef, 
listend of $3 3 
2; andsoon. Well, the diflerence 
which tt wou/d make with them, it ac- 
tually does make with all who live on 
money. HH those who really think, 
that it costs them but little to support 
their families, would take the trouble 
to put AC every thing that they 
eat, drink, and wear, at the market 
price, they might very probably be 
astonished, at the yearly amount. 


Those» societies and individuals, 
whose views are liberal and whose 
practice is Scriptural, will not, of 


course, consider themselves as inpli- 
eated in the ponignng strictures ; and 
it gives me great pleasure to obser ve, 
mn conclusion, that the number of such, 
*. I believe, now very fast increasing. 

kar from my heart be the wish, of ev- 
er seeing ministers of the Gospel rich. 
1 do not believe, that it would either 
add to their comfort, or increase their 
usefulness. And I am sure, on the 
other hand, that the interests of reli- 
gion are not likely to be promoted, by 
withholding from them the means of 
2 comfortable support; by taking 
them off from their works compelling 
thei to accumulate debts, which must 
ere long take away their very gardens, 
bring sheriffs and auctioneers into 
their studies, and perhaps enrol their 
naines on the list of insolvents. 





The members of the Female Chari- 
tble Society of the town of Wood- 
bridge, Bethany Society, lave can- 
tributed thirty dollars to constitute 
the Paster, the Rev. Nathaniel G. 
Huntington, a member for life of the 
American Bible Society. 





AMERIGAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The following Societies have de- 
clared themselves auxiliary to the 
National Institution: 

* "Phe Hampden B. S.” (Massachu- 
setts.) 

“The Lynchburg B. 8.” ( Virginia.) 

“The Auxiliary Fomale B. S. of 
the Ceunty of St. Lawrence.” (N. ¥.) 
ustituted in February, 1817. 
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* Seneca County B.S.” (N. Y.) for- 
med in April, [817. 

«* The B. 3.of Cumberland County,” 
(Pa.) tormed 2d April, 1817. 

Aiso, at Conneisville, (Pa.) it has 
been resolved to forma Bible Socieiy, 
auxiliary to the American Bible Soci- 
ely. A meeting for organizing the 
same is anounced for the Ist May in- 
Stant. 

These make the number of auxilia- 
ries to the American Bible Society te 
be Ninely-three.—Ch. Herald. 





Gratitude. 

We often rob Ged by receiving the 

praise due to Him from those we have 
benefited, or commit idolatry by lov- 
ing and thanking those who are only 
the almoners of the blessings heaven 
has sent us, more than Gop the giver. 
A lady applied to the late benevolent 
Reynoldson behalf of an orphan. Af- 
ter he had given liberally, she said, 
‘When he is old enough [ will teach 
him to name and thank his benefactor.’ 
‘ Stop, (said the good man) thou art 
mistaken—we do not thank the clouds 
for the rain. Teach him to look high- 
er, and thank Him who giveth both 
the clouds and the rain.’ 





Luther being requested by Spalati- 
nus to give him his advice concerning 
the best method of acquiring sacred 
knowledge, gave the following an- 
swer, which deserves to be remember- 
ed by every student of divinity. Af 
ter recommending the writings of Je- 
rome Ambrose and Avgusiine, he 
exhorts him always to begin his stu- 
dies with “ serious preyer,’’ for, says 
he, there is really no interpreter of the 
Divine Word but its own Author. He 
adds, READ THE BIBLE IN ORDER FROM 
BEGINNING TO END. 
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